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Why PARCC Scores Look Different than ISAT 

 

More rigorous expectations focused on the skills students need in 

today’s world, including critical thinking, problem solving, and 

reasoning.  
 

 

PARCC tests are measuring complex skills, different from previous 

state tests, thus it is expected that scores on the PARCC test will look 

lower.  
 

 

The test measures performance against a higher set of standards. 

 That doesn’t mean they aren’t doing as well – it just means the 

expectations are higher.   
 

 

The tests measure skills students need in the real world.   

 

 



Why PARCC Scores Look Different than ISAT 

 

There is an opportunity to make sure students are ready for the 

next step.  

 The new tests provide accurate information about how students 

are performing against the new standards  

 teachers, parents and students can work together to ensure kids 

are prepared for success  
 

No state is alone.   
 

Student scores will improve.  
 

Students are just as smart, but the bar has been raised.   
 

In the first year, PARCC scores set a new baseline.  

 



PARCC Performance Levels 

Level 1: 

 

Did Not Yet 

Meet 

Expectations 

Level 2: 

 

Partially Met 

Expectations 

Level 3: 

 

Approached 

Expectations 

Level 4: 

 

Met 

Expectations 

Level 5: 

 

Exceeded 

Expectations 

650                  700              725       750     803                          850 

 

 

  On track for College and Career 

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, 

skills, and practices students are able to demonstrate: 
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District 105 PARCC Results – By Grade 

District 105 PARCC  Results 

Meets and Exceeds 

Grade ELA Math 

D105 State PARCC D105 State PARCC 

3rd 56% 35% 38% 51% 34% 38% 

4th 58% 40% 42% 35% 28% 32% 

5th 58% 39% 40% 44% 27% 32% 

6th 45% 35% 39% 47% 27% 32% 

7th 50% 39% 42% 41% 28% 29% 

8th  43% 40% 42% 40% 32% 27% 
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School District 105 
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6th – 8th Grade PARCC ELA 
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School District 105 

Countryside – Hodgkins - 

LaGrange 

3rd – 5th Grade PARCC Math 
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School District 105 

Countryside – Hodgkins - 
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6th – 8th Grade PARCC Math 
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PARCC Performance Levels 

Level 1: 

 

Did Not Yet 

Meet 

Expectations 

Level 2: 

 

Partially Met 

Expectations 

Level 3: 

 

Approached 

Expectations 

Level 4: 

 

Met 

Expectations 

Level 5: 

 

Exceeded 

Expectations 

650                  700              725       750     803                          850 

 

 
  On track for College and Career 

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, 

skills, and practices students are able to demonstrate: 



Sample Math Student Report 



Sample Math Student Report 



Sample ELA Student Report 



Sample ELA Student Report 



Informing Community 

PARCC announcement e-mail blast – 12/11/15 

Score Report/Info Packet – Week of 12/14/15  

Parents will receive: 

 Individual Student Score report 

 Parent guide to reading score report  

 Overview letter (found at end of presentation)   

 Support resources  

 http://understandthescore.org/ 

 greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/ 
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PARCC 2016 

 Testing Window 2016 - April 4-28 
 Must land between, approximately, the 75% mark of 

school year to 90% mark of school year 

 

 Consolidated two testing windows into one  

 

 Reduced total test time for most students by 90 
minutes 
 Consists of six or seven test units, compared to the 

eight or nine sessions in 2015.  

 Reduced the math testing time by 60 minutes  

 Removed 30 minutes from the English Language Arts 
portion for most students.  


